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Aerial photo showing form and shape of Memorial within Hyde Park

Not to standard scale 
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Opened by HM the Queen in 2004, the Diana, Princess of Wales Memorial Fountain was one of the most high-profile publicly-
-funded projects in the UK and has since attracted millions of visitors, won a series of international awards and become one of 
London’s most popular attractions.

The design expresses the concept of ‘Reaching out – letting in’, taken from the qualities of the Princess of Wales that were most 
loved; her inclusiveness and accessibility. The fountain’s sculptural form is integrated into the natural slope of land in London’s 
Hyde Park and is designed to radiate energy as well as draw people inwards. The design appears as a light-coloured ring which 
contrasts with the surrounding meadow area and planting. 

Gustafson Porter + Bowman led the design of the project from competition through to completion, collaborating with an expe-
rienced team which included computer modelling specialists, consultant engineers, construction professionals and expert sto-
nemasons. The Diana, Princess of Wales Memorial Fountain pushed the boundaries of landscape design in the United Kingdom 
and received overwhelming public acclaim since completion. 

location: London, United Kingdom
leading author(s): Gustafson Porter + Bowman

year of design proposal: 2002
contracting authority: Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport / Royal Parks

year of implementation: 2004
investment costs: £3.6m (CZK 104,808,895)
type of the project: Public park 

2The design pushed the boundaries of landscape design in the United Kingdom and received overwhelming public acclaim since completion. 8 A popular London attraction7 Accessible, engaging  and open

5 Chaddar falling into pool 6  Rivulets leading down to pool

4 Stream

2 Babbling brook1  Cut stone for chaddar texture 

3 Planting references typical English planting

DIANA, PRINCESS OF WALES MEMORIAL FOUNTAIN

Kathryn Gustafson and Neil Porter acted as lead designers and Mary Bowman managed the project including construction.
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location: Amsterdam, Netherlands
leading author(s): Gustafson Porter + Bowman

year of design proposal: 1996
contracting authority: Westerpark District Council and the City of Amsterdam

year of implementation: 2006
investment costs: €23M (CZK 588,028,706)
type of the project: Public park

4Aerial photo showing project approaching completion. Photo shows varied typology of spaces and integration with existing heritage buildings and canal.8 The raised lake edge wraps around as a bench, with water flowing into a weir 7 Alternating sloped and terraced surfaces form ribbons of sculpted grass

5 The central square is designed as a flexible space which fans out to other areas 6 A diagonal band of trees extend through the length of the park 

4 Water terraces define the northern edge and rise up to the east-west cycle route 

2  Within dense woodland lies an explicitly ecological scheme and water element1  Two historic gasholding structures contain aquatic plants, fish and water

3 The paved street unifies the built structures and giving it a distinctive character 

CULTUURPARK WESTERGASFABRIEK

Kathryn Gustafson acted as lead designer and Neil Porter managed the project from concept through to completion, including construction. 

Developed over a decade, Cultuurpark Westergasfabriek is one of Gustafson Porter + Bowman’s defining projects, and is 
considered as a model of brownfield reclamation within a physically dense urban context and a complex set of stakeholders. 
The scheme establishes a delicate balance between contamination and accessibility, invention and interpretation, restoration 
(of contaminated land) and revelation (of the potential of a post-productive site). Today it is a vibrant cultural centre for the arts 
and a meeting place for surrounding communities.

The masterplan (and subsequent detailed design) for the 11.5-hectare site creates diverse spatial and temporal experiences 
anchored by an axial promenade that transitions from a formal urban plaza in the east, to an open and naturalized framework 
to the west. It includes trails and gardens, an events field for 10,000 people, a playground, a waterfall, a bridge, and an artificial 
lake that can be drained to accommodate large festivals. 

The success of the project can be attributed to an effective design process which incorporated public input and site-specificity 
from its beginnings, aided by a full year of public consultation process.
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3 The plant palette includes hybrids and exotics such as the English rose.

Site plan: The design is centred on a sculpted grassy landform and sunken ball court. Because space is rare and a luxury, the same spaces can be layered to accommodate a changing programme, becoming spaces for both tranqiuility and activity.
Not to standard scale 
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At the park’s heart is a water feature intended for play as well as visual drama. Jets set at thirty-degree angles emit 15m-long 
streams of water arcing over the rectangular basin. In addition, a thin sheet of water emerges from grilles set into the paving at 
the fountain head and courses down a rectangular, sloping granite plane embedded into softly stepped grass banks. The scheme 
also provides a shallow pool at the northern end of the feature which can be cleared by activating drainage valves, creating a 
dry paved surface. In this mode, the garden can be used to host special events in collaboration with the Hampstead Theatre and 
Central School of Speech and Drama. 

Throughout the site, the juxtaposition of ground levels offers opportunities for performance (athletic or aesthetic) and observa-
tion at varying scales. Two cross-axial pedestrian paths link the major venues that enclose the open space, dividing the site into 
unequal portions. Lines and groves of trees reinforce the scheme’s organisation, framing circulation, and major open areas. A 
sunken sports pitch clad in reclaimed Portland Stone salvaged from the old sports centre façade is located at the southern edge 
of the open space. 

location: London, UK
leading author(s): Gustafson Porter + Bowman

year of design proposal: 1999
contracting authority: London Borough of Camden

year of implementation: 2006
investment costs: £3m (CZK 85,894,376) 
type of the project: Public park

6By creating a comfortable hollow, one can sit or lay in the grass, watch a performance or play in the arc of water jets.7 Coloured lights announce the entry to the new civic space from Avenue Road 

5 The curved landforms were cut into the slope of a hill to form a grassed amphitheatre that allows clear views across the space

4 A terrace acts as an entry and is planted with a line of white flowering cherry trees. 

2 Two granite paved north-south pedestrian routes through tows of trees 1 The water feature at its heart provides a focal point and space for play

3 The plant palette includes hybrids and exotics such as the English rose.

SWISS COTTAGE OPEN SPACE

Kathryn Gustafson acted as lead designer and Neil Porter managed the project from concept through to completion, including construction.

 6 Raised planters surrounding listed library enhance public realm
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Gustafson Porter + Bowman’s design is based on the concept that each square embodies an essential quality of Woolwich, 
whether historic or natural, and seeks to create spaces that are particular to Woolwich. The design used pedestrian movement 
studies to identify key routes through the town centre, and developed these to create distinctive quality public spaces that both 
enhance the experience of the pedestrian and respond to their needs.

Terracing is utilised to improve the usability of the steeply sloping squares, with level routes provided throughout to ensure 
accessibility for all users. A language of materials and details was developed that incorporated the best practice for seating, 
ramps, lighting and planting. Natural stone was chosen for its robustness and appearance, and its colours tied into the palette of 
the wider town centre. The robust detailing of the design has allowed the spaces to be well maintained by the council.

While the language of the project is modern, the design is sensitive to the historic fabric of Woolwich, especially its Grade II 
listed buildings which overlook each square which are re-established as key architectural features in the public realm. The soft 
landscaping addresses the shortage of green space by creating a ‘Garden’ that generates a sense of calm and relaxation while 
providing a functional.

location: London, UK
leading author(s): Gustafson Porter + Bowman

year of design proposal: 2008
contracting authority: Royal Borough of Greenwich

year of implementation: 2012
investment costs: £4.2m (CZK 120,348,982)
type of the project: Public garden with listed buildings

8Aerial photo of General Gordon Square, which is conceived as a garden and a green link between Woolwich Common and the Thames7 To safeguard against antisocial behaviour at night, General Gordon Square has 
been designed to feel observed from all its major edges and entrances.

5 Terracing is utilised to improve the usability of the steeply sloping squares

description 6 Beresford Square has a flexible overhead lighting scheme that can change 
colour, intensity and layout, will create a variety of atmospheres.

5 Trees and shrubs were selected for their ability to thrive in a town centre location

2 The water feature can drain to accommodate  events1 A fully accessible public space for all

4 Natural stone was chosen for its robustness and appearance

WOOLWICH SQUARES

Neil Porter acted as lead designer and managed the project from concept through to completion, including construction.
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Old Market Square in Nottingham is one of the oldest public squares in the UK with an 800 year history as a market place.
At 11,500m2, it is the second largest in Britain after London’s Trafalgar Square. 

The new design incorporates the organic topography of the original medieval square, and accommodates existing falls by
gradual level changes for wheelchair users and drainage. The predominant material is granite, to reflect the importance of the
space and provide a long design life. Many UK public squares are dominated by road traffic, signage and street furniture; 
however collaboration with city planners has resulted in a clutter free, contemporary design. 

The project has been very well received by the citizens of Nottingham and the space is very well used both in attending events 
but also using the seating areas to relax and meet. Since its opening the space has been characterised by being a busy hub 
throughout the day and at night, previous issues associated with antisocial behaviour have effectively disappeared with the new 
design.”

location: Nottingham, UK
leading author(s): Gustafson Porter + Bowman

year of design proposal: 2005 
contracting authority: City of Nottingham

year of implementation: 2007
investment costs: £8.8m (CZK 252,173,323)
type of the project: Public space

10Aerial photos showing completed scheme and surrounding tram lines (2007)8 The materials have been designed and selected to be sympathetic to their 
context and robust enough to stand the test of time.

7 The square is capable of supporting temporary lighting trusses and banners, 
which transform the square into a stage for spectacular events.

5 Long Row has been transformed into an ambient boulevard with atmospheric lighting 6 The new design incorporates the organic topography of the original medieval square

4 The day to day impact of the new square was immediate

2  The design includes 53 programmable jets1  The 4,400m2 water feature is arranged as four terraces

3 The aim of the design was that the new square should match the quality of 
Europe’s finest public spaces

OLD MARKET SQUARE

Neil Porter acted as lead designer and managed the project from concept through to completion, including construction.
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Site plan with key Surrounding area (Existing), fragmented and lacks access

Proposed central boulevard

Extensive community consultation and press engagement following competition win

Model developed for stakeholder engagement and community consultation
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The 66-hectare site has received €73m of investment and will create a new contemporary public park which celebrates the 
culture of the region. This 23-hectare park will become the social heart of the city, uniting eastern and western neighbourhoods 
that were previously divided by the railway. 

Won in international competition, Gustafson Porter + Bowman are the lead landscape designers for the scheme. The pro-
ject aims to distil the historical, cultural, and geographical uniqueness of Valencia in a contemporary park and responds to a 
challenge to build a sustainable urban public space. Inspired by a poem written by Valencian writer Ausiàs March, ‘Aigua plena 
de seny’, (water full of wisdom), our design acknowledges Valencia’s unique position as a major trading and cultural centre in 
European history and its location between several ecological habitats: the Turia River reserve, the agricultural plain (La Huerta), 
the Albufera Natural Park and the Mediterranean Sea. References to the local tradition of ceramics are expressed through the 
design of ‘bowls’, which provide a unifying gesture with water as its overarching theme. These bowl-like spaces are created 
through sculpted landforms, and when completed will create spaces for art, programmed activities, the community, history, and 
cultural events. 

location: Valencia, Spain
leading author(s): Gustafson Porter + Bowman

year of design proposal: 2011
contracting authority: Valencia Parque Central Alta Velocidad 2003 S.A.

year of implementation: Phase 1: 2019
investment costs: €73M (CZK 2,114,327,261)
type of the project: Public park

12descriptionPhase 1, currently on site 

description description

Sections showing development of spaces and land movement in relation to heritage buildings and train lines (below ground)

Central plaza with programmable water jetsNorth plaza

VALENCIA PARQUE CENTRAL

Mary Bowman acted as lead designer and managed the project from concept through to completion, including construction.
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